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RESUMO: This research looks at data gathering and validation processes 
relating the SDGs, focusing on citizen-led data initiatives and the use of 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) tools. A range of digital tools and 
data platforms are being used to generate data for the SDGs, yet once data 
relating to a specific indicator has been collected and analysed, there is not 
always a clear requirement to share those findings with on-the-ground 
stakeholders. At the same time, “practitioners often bemoan lack of data as one 
of the biggest obstacles to progress towards development goals” (Solis et al., 
2018: 143). The 1986 UN Declaration of the Right to Development (DRD) asserts 
that “human beings have a responsibility for development, individually and 
collectively” (Art. 2:2). A Human Rights Based Approach (HRBA) proposes 
development must be participatory and “locally owned” with “programmes 
focused on marginalised, disadvantaged, and excluded groups” (UN, 2003). A 
HRBA to development can theoretically inform individual and collective decision-
making regarding human rights. Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR) asserts there is a human right to information, which 
according to the Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights (OHCHR), 
also “applies to the production and dissemination of official statistics” (OHCHR, 
2012: 47). This research centres on the human right to sanitation and SDG target 
6.2, which seeks access to adequate and equitable sanitation and hygiene for all 
by 2030, focusing on the needs of women and girls and those in vulnerable 
situations (SDG KP, 2015). In order to attain the human rights to water and 
sanitation, data collection is seen as “crucial” as it enables disaggregation and a 
more granular understanding of “patterns of deprivation and discrimination” 
(Albuquerque, 2012: 215-6). To this end, a HRBA to addressing the human rights 
to water, sanitation and hygiene can potentially help “underpin the 2030 agenda 
item of leaving no one behind” (UN Water, 2016). Overall, data collection and 
monitoring progress towards 230 Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 
indicators across 140 countries remains a massive undertaking with “deep-rooted 
capacity challenges” (Marcovecci et al., 2017: 1). Where National Statistics 
Offices (NSOs) are seen are important for states’ ability to generate data and 
measure SDG indicators, in their absence or ineffectiveness, there is also space 
for participation from civil society in data gathering and validation processes. 
While critique of development projects highlights a history of marginalisation in 
data collection practices, “[w]ho is being counted, and who is not, is more than 
an issue of numbers and data. It is deeply political and fundamental to the 
struggle to end poverty” (Khan, 2009: 61). Calls for Open Data systems can be 
seen to be “advocating a whole new set of values around data: in particular, 
proposing that data should no longer be owned by any one institution or person, 
but be publicly-owned instead” (Wessels et al., 2017: 68). This presentation forms 
part of ongoing research towards the PhD Human Rights in Contemporary 
Societies thesis titled Data, Demand, and Sanitation. 
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