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ABSTRACT: “Change” is said to be perhaps the only constant in life. In law, the omnipresence 
of change has been described as creating a “a fundamental problem for law; namely, how can 
law preserve its integrity over time, while managing to address the newly emerging 
circumstances that continually arise throughout our history” (Johnson 2007, 845). Yet, the 
present times see change, notably through the lens of new technologies, dominate the headlines 
of news and discourses in science and in law alike. Moreover, the pace of change has been said 
to be accelerating, at least it does so in our perception. It is well known that law, which primarily 
but not exclusively functions through language, can be a driver of change. It is to a lesser extent 
understood to what extent changes in language affect or instigate legal change. Similarly, in 
genetics, a distinction between hard and soft inheritance is being made, which has gained further 
momentum with the interest in epigenetics or epigenetic inheritance having resurfaced since the 
time of Lamarck. The present paper thus first discusses the implications of change in general 
for law and how the law deals with an alleged acceleration of change in particular through 
language but also other means. In this context, it will focus on the rise in so-called “essentially 
oxymoronic concepts”, i.e. paradoxes and oxymora and ask to what extent these linguistic 
changes indicate a major paradigm change in science and in law. Second, the paper will provide 
a brief overview of epigenetics, understood as the inheritance of acquired characteristics, and 
to what extent “language” may be able to enhance our life by notably changing our brain and 
genes. Like the concept of “synthetic biology”, the aim of the article is to combine and find a 
common ground between law and change in the form of evolution based on the institution of 
language. Such common ground shall enable law and policy makers to better adapt the law to 
changes driven mainly by new and innovative technologies in the future. 
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