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ABSTRACT: There seems to be a certain level of consensus that poverty is and should be a 
concern of international human rights law, as it causes multiple threats to dignity and to the 
fully enjoyment of basic fundamental rights. As stated by the Office of the High Commissioner 
on Human Rights, poverty can be considered a cause and a consequence of human rights 
violations; and in itself a violation of human rights. In this sense, ‘eradicating poverty is not 
only a moral duty but also a legal obligation under international human rights law.’ Following 
that, it seems that a significant part of the ‘human rights apparatus’ is designed to avoid that the 
individuals will fall under a state of poverty by functioning as a minimum standard of 
protection, mainly through the so-called socio-economic human rights. Despite the severity of 
the problem, the judicialization of the socio-economic rights, such as the right to food, to water, 
to shelter, and others that have a direct impact on the individual’s means of survival have been 
vastly contested, while being frequently referred as object of progressive realization only. To 
corroborate this view, it seems that States have preferred to adopt non-judicial measures to 
commit to eradicating poverty at an international level such through the adoption of the Agenda 
2030 that introduced the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Through the SDGs, poverty 
has been appointed as the major enemy from our times and the international community has set 
eradicating poverty ‘in all its forms everywhere’ as a priority. While a significant level of 
attention is being given to the implementation of the SDGs, especially in relation to poverty 
eradication, it seems that the judicial force of socio-economic human rights is every day more 
contested. In this scenario, this article aims to explore how the SDGs aim to eradicate poverty, 
and how (and if) they incorporate a human rights perspective in their agenda. First, the article 
performs a review of the literature concerning human rights and poverty, and identifies relevant 
materials such as the reports of Special Rapporteur on Extreme Poverty and Human Rights, and 
the Communications of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. Secondly, the 
article identifies key aspects of the Agenda 2030 in its concerns and efforts to eradicate. Finally, 
the article aims to respond how the SDGs are contributing to the advancement of the socio-
economic rights in its concern to poverty worldwide. 
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